The War on the Constitution

The enemies of liberty plot to ignore, abrogate,
disobey, and change the law of the land.

Hear constitutional scholar and lecturer
Robert Brown

Robert Brown is the pro-
ducer of the popular consti-
tutional video series The
Constitution Is The Solution.
As a speaker on constitu-
tional issues, Robert has
spoken widely and has tes-
tified before state legisla-
tures.

Is our government
following the
Constitution ?

Are you conversant
with our founding
document ?

How is our greatness
as a nation linked to
our ability to obey the
Constitution and
restrain the powers of
government ?

Monday
April 24, 2017
7:30 PM

Marriott Hotel

189 Wolf Road
[-87 Northway Exit 4, Colonie

For reservations:

(888) 713-8087 or
jbsactivity@yahoo.com

Or write:
PO Box 1064
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

Order via PayPal
www.jbsny.org

Donation: $6.00 in Advance
$10.00 at the Door

Sponsored by the local members of
the John Birch Society
and the
American Opinion Education
Committee

What is the impact of the first
100 days of the new ad-
ministration on constitu-
tional government?

What are the powers dele-
gated to the federal govern-
ment?

How do we judge whether leg-
islation is constitutional?
What is constitutional money?
What does the constitution say

about war making powers?

What are the limited responsi-
bilities of each branch of
government?

Who are the present day ene-
mies of the constitution?

How is nullification a protec-
tion against runaway gov-
ernment?

Why is an Article V convention
dangerous to our liberty?

There is a way back to consti-
tutional limited government.

Hear Robert Brown’s clear and
informed analysis that will
alarm and activate you.

Help us by bringing family and
friends to hear Robert’s in-
spiring message and then
get to work, saving our Re-
public.

Yes! | will attend the Robert Brown Seminar on April 24th. Please send
each. Enclosed is is a check in the amount of $

tickets at $6

[] Sorry, | can't attend this program. Enclosed is a donation of $ to support your efforts.

Please make checks payable to the American Opinion Education Committee

Name Phone
Address City State Zip
E-mail

Send to: American Opinion Education Committee, P. O. Box 1064, Ballston Lake, NY 12019



Credit the Electoral College? By Charles Scaliger

The Electoral College has elected the president.

In recent history, the Electoral College has been possibly the most
vilified institution defined by our Constitution. Many prominent
political leaders have called for its abolition, including former
presidential candidate Michael Dukakis, who declared to Poli-
tico.com a few days after Donald Trump’s presidential win that it
was time to move to a more democratic system for choosing the
president. “Hillary won this election, and when the votes are all
counted, by what will likely be more than a million votes,” Du-
kakis fulminated. “So how come she isn’t going to the White
House in January? Because of an anachronistic Electoral College
system which should have been abolished 150 years ago.” Democ-
rats were singing a similar tune after the election of 2000, in which
Al Gore received more popular votes than George W. Bush, yet
failed to win the presidency because of Electoral College math. So
why not abolish the Electoral College and elect future presidents
by a simple majority popular vote?

The Electoral College in its original form was spelled out in Arti-
cle Il, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution (although only “electors”
are mentioned; the term “Electoral College” did not become cur-
rent until the 19th century, and is somewhat misleading, as the
“College” never meets together as a body, but instead is consti-
tuted of separate electoral conferences in each state). According to
the Constitution, the states may choose electors however they
wish, although in practice, states have opted for a system of
“pledged electors” in a winner-take-all system, who cast their
votes for whomever the majority in their state votes for. States are
apportioned electors according to the number of senators and rep-
resentatives. This means that every state has at least three electoral
votes (for two senators and at least one representative), and more
populous states, with correspondingly larger numbers of represen-
tatives, have more. Thus the Electoral College system includes
both a popular and a state component; electoral clout does depend
on the size of the electorate (and hence, the number of votes cast)
— but only on a state-by-state basis. This ensures that every state
matters in a presidential election. While candidates may not spend
limited campaigning time in low-population states such as Wyo-
ming and Rhode Island, their electoral votes are extremely impor-
tant, especially in a close election.

But why keep such a complex system in place, and why did the
Founders devise it in the first place? Contrary to popular belief, the
Founders had no intention of creating a “democracy.” This is be-
cause democracies, as Madison famously pointed out in the Feder-
alist, No. 10, have no staying power. The Athenian democracy,
which enjoyed a brief but brilliant heyday under Pericles, lasted a
little over a century from its founding under Cleisthenes to its de-
mise at the end of the Peloponnesian War, a victim of the unscru-
pulous ambitions of Pericles and Alcibiades. And as if to under-

score the Founders’ trepidation concerning democracy, the French
Revolution, with its democratic aims, turned France, and ulti-
mately most of Europe, into a charnel house only a few years after
America’s founding.

Yet despite the clear verdict of history on the hazards of democ-
racy, many Americans continue to insist that the remedy for our
political ills is a more democratic system, and that includes jetti-
soning the Electoral College.

In practice, however, the Electoral College is perhaps the most
robust remaining check possessed by the states against a consoli-
dated federal government. An America bereft of the Electoral Col-
lege would see presidents elected by the masses in a few urban
centers. The priorities of urban America would become the priori-
ties of Washington. The farmers of lowa, ranchers of Wyoming,
and miners of Appalachia would have next to no voice in Wash-
ington, because their electoral clout, as expressed by their state
governments, would be negligible. But the Founders wanted all
states, large and small, and all constituencies, populous or other-
wise, to have some clout, and the Electoral College has been a ma-
jor equalizer offsetting the power of the federal government and of
certain large population centers. In the 2000 election, it was actu-
ally tiny West Virginia, not Florida, that provided the handful of
electoral votes that gave George W. Bush the win.

Another reason for the Electoral College system is a safeguard
against the election of a tyrant. To be sure, many tyrants come to
power via coups d’etat, violent revolution, and conspiracy, but a
significant number have been elected by popular vote, including
Germany’s Adolf Hitler and VVenezuela’s Hugo Chavez. Italy’s
Benito Mussolini was appointed prime minister by the king and
asked to form a legitimate government, to broad popular acclaim.
And it is not out of the realm of possibility that some presidential
candidate as sinister as Hitler or Mussolini could one day find
broad popular support in the United States. In such a case, the
Electoral College could refuse to elect him or her. While this has
never happened, the Electoral College could one day be the ulti-
mate backstop for our republic, denying the presidency to some
home-grown Hitler.

The Electoral College is not a democratic institution, but then, the
United States is not supposed to be a democracy. It is one of the
most important instruments of federalism, however, and should be
preserved if our federal system is to endure.

Be with us on April 24th to hear Robert Brown
discuss how we can restore constitutional, lim-
ited government to America.
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